

Unit 5: Facing Adversity Informative Essay Prewriting/Planning
Directions: Fill out at least one obstacle AND one coping strategy for each selection from the unit. Use a direct quote and/or cite specific page and paragraph information.
	Source
	Obstacle
	Coping Strategies

	“Against the Odds”
	






	


	“The Dust Bowl”
	







	

	The Grapes of Wrath
	






	

	“The Circuit”
	






	

	“A Young Tinkerer Builds a Windmill, Electrifying a Nation”
	






	


Unit 5: Facing Adversity Informative Essay Outline

Introduction Paragraph
Hook: 

Background:

Thesis:


Body Paragraph 1: Source 1 and Source 2
Topic Sentence/Claim:

Evidence 1:


Reasoning 1:


Transition:

Evidence 2:


Reasoning 2:


Concluding Sentence:
Body Paragraph 2: Source 3 and Source 4
Topic Sentence/Claim:

Evidence 3:


Reasoning 3:


Transition:

Evidence 4:


Reasoning 4:


Concluding Sentence:

Conclusion Paragraph
Restate Thesis:


Connect Sources:


Lasting thought: 
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Focus and Organization Evidence and Elaboration Conven

The introduction is engaging and
includes a clear thesis.

The thesis is supported by specific
details, examples, and quotations from
the selections.

Ideas are logically organized so that
the explanation is easy to follow.

Transitions clearly show the
relationships among ideas.

The conclusion supports the
information in the essay and offers
fresh insight into the topic.

AN Read aloud

Details, examples, and
quotations from the selections
are specific and relevant.

The style and tone is formal
and objective.

Words are carefully chosen
and suited to purpose and
audience.

(@D Add text V' Draw

The essay consistently
adheres to standard English
conventions of usage and
mechanics.

The introduction includes a clear
thesis.

The thesis is supported by details,
examples, and quotations from the
selections.

Ideas are organized so that the
information is easy to follow.

Transitions show the relationships
among ideas.

The conclusion supports the
information in the essay.

The introduction states the thesis.

The thesis is supported by som
details, examples, and quotations from
the selections.

Ideas are vaguely organized, with a few
transitions to orient readers.

The conclusion relates to the
information in the essay.

The thesis is not clearly stated.

The thesis is not supported by details,
examples, and quotations from the
selections.

Ideas are disorganized and the
explanation is difficult to follow.

The conclusion does not include
relevant information.

Details, examples, and
quotations from the selections
are relevant

The style and tone is mostly
formal and objective.

Words are generally suited to
purpose and audience.

Some details and examples
from the selection are
relevant

The style and tone is
occasionally formal and
objective.

Words are somewhat suited to
purpose and audience.

There s little or no relevant
support.

The style and tone s informal

Words are not appropriate to
purpose or audience.

The essay mostly acheres to
standard English conventions
of usage and mechanics.

The essay contains some
mistakes in standard English
conventions of usage and
mechanics.

The essay contains many
mistakes in standard English
conventions of usage and
mechanics.
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